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2023 CROATIAFEST RECAP 
CroaƟaFest 2023 was a vibrant celebraƟon of CroaƟan culture in the 

Pacific Northwest, and there is no shortage of highlights from the fesƟval 
and the weeks leading up to it. 

In September, it was our highest honor to cohost the CroaƟan Minister of 

Foreign and European Affairs, Gordan Grlić-Radman, who made SeaƩle 
one of his stops on a brief visit to the United States. Upon landing at 

SeaƩle-Tacoma InternaƟonal Airport, Mr. Grlić-Radman and his staff 
traveled directly to Gig Harbor. They visited the Harbor History Museum 

and were treated to a lovely recepƟon at the Skansie Netshed, where 

they were greeted by Gig Harbor Mayor Tracie Markley and local 
community members. Later that evening, another recepƟon was held at 

the SeaƩle Arboretum, where the Minister, CroaƟan Ambassador to the 
United States Pjer Šimunović, and Consul General of CroaƟa in Los 

Angeles Renee Pea met with CroaƟan Americans, with the colorful 

See 2023 FesƟval Recap, page 3 

CroaƟaFest 2024 
 

Saturday, Oct. 5th 
Dance and Sing-Along 

Our Lady of Guadalupe Hall 
Music by Rakija Bend 

 
Sunday, Oct. 6th 

CroaƟaFest 
12 pm 

SeaƩle Center Armory 
305 Harrison St., SeaƩle 

Music & Dance Performances, 
Historical Exhibits, Lectures, 
Art Gallery, Cooking Demos, 

CraŌs, CroaƟan Food Booths, 
Vendors, and Much More! 

 
Look for updates at 

www.croaƟafest.org and at 
facebook.com/CroaƟaFest 

 
Unless otherwise specified, 

CroaƟaFest acƟviƟes are FREE and 
open to the public. 
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SPEND THE WEEKEND TO CELEBRATE CROATIAFEST’S 20TH ANNIVERSARY 
Celebrate 20 years of CroaƟaFest! Come Saturday, October 5th for the dance party and stay for the fesƟval the next 

day. This year, two hotels are eager to be your overnight host during CroaƟaFest weekend. 

The Mediterranean Inn, located at 425 Queen Anne Ave. N., is offering CroaƟaFest aƩendees a 15% discount off of 

their best available rate. Please use the code CroaƟaFest when booking online at www.mediterranean-inn.com, or 

by calling 206-428-4700. The offer is valid from October 1st through October 15th.  

The Maxwell Hotel, located at 300 Roy St. (one block north of the SeaƩle Center), is also offering a 15% discount off 

their best available rate. Please use the code CRF when booking online at www.staypineapple.com, or by calling 866-
866-7977. The offer is valid from October 4th through October 7th. 

CroaƟaFest Coordinators: Joanne Abdo, Kristen LeMieux, Cathryn Morovich 
CroaƟaFest Officers & ExecuƟve Board of Directors: Dr. Frank Brozovich, Chairman; 
Cathryn Morovich, President; AntoineƩe Slavich, Vice President; KrisƟn Tarabochia 
Boline, Treasurer; Stephanie Rogstad, Secretary 
CroaƟaFest Board of Directors: Joanne Abdo, KrisƟn Tarabochia Boline, Dr. Frank 
Brozovich, Brenda Huber, Kristen LeMieux, Priscilla Lisicich, John Lovrić, Richard Major, 
Berrie MarƟnis, Margaret MarƟnis-Wallace, Steven Mataya, Karen Mikacenic, Cathryn 
Morovich, John Morovich, John Pintar, Karen Rancich Demmert, Stephanie Rogstad, 
AntoineƩe Slavich, Sally Stefanich, John Woods 
Video ProducƟon: Steven Mataya and John Woods 
CroaƟaFest Photographer: Jamie Colman 
Volunteer Photographers: Hrvoje Benko, Miro Jugum 
NewsleƩer Editor: Steven Mataya | Souvenir Program Editor: Elizabeth Benko  
Social Media: Cathryn Morovich and John Woods | Website: John Posavatz 
Poster and Postcard Designer: Anna Kunza 
CroaƟaFest Logo Designer: John Lovrić 

PO Box 58490 
Seattle, WA 98138 

206-937-8960 
info@croatiafest.org 

facebook.com/CroatiaFest 
www.CroatiaFest.org 

 
CroatiaFest is produced by the local 
Croatian-American community and 
is part of Seattle Center’s Festál, a 
year-long series of cultural events 

that honors the richness and 
diversity of our region. 
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2023 FESTIVAL RECAP 
ConƟnued from page 1 

tambura music of SeaƩle Sinovi providing the backdrop. The following morning, he aƩended a meeƟng in downtown 
SeaƩle with approximately 30 CroaƟan Americans represenƟng various Pacific Northwest businesses and 

enterprises. Included in this presƟgious group of aƩendees were Commissioner of the Federal MariƟme Commission 

of the United States Max Vekich, Washington State RepresentaƟve Frank Chopp, and former Port of Tacoma 
Commissioner Clare Petrich, each of whom offered insights and thoughƞul presentaƟons highlighƟng CroaƟans who 

have contributed to the building of our ciƟes and who conƟnue to thrive in their fields. The Minister ended his trip 
with visits to Pike Place Market and the Space Needle. The weekend was a huge success, and we are told that Mr. 

Grlić-Radman sƟll reflects about the wonderful experience that he had in the Pacific Northwest. 

With the excitement of the Minister’s visit, our planning commiƩee had full momentum to prepare for our 20th 
CroaƟaFest. The fesƟviƟes began with the Saturday night kickoff dance at Our Lady of Guadalupe Hall with food 

prepared by the SeaƩle Junior Tamburitzans and music by Trubaduri of PiƩsburgh. 

As always, our event, which is the only fesƟval of its kind in the United States, delivered lively main stage 

performances, tradiƟonal foods, delighƞul giŌ and informaƟon booths, and historical exhibits full of stories and 

interesƟng facts about culture, costumes, sports, and more. Our donor brunch was the perfect place to start off the 
day, leading to the opening ceremonies where Director of SeaƩle Center Marshall Foster, Ambassador Pjer 

Šimunović, and Consul General Renee Pea gave warm welcome speeches. Later that day and for the first Ɵme on the 
main stage, Ms. Pea swore in approximately 30 people in a moving ceremony to receive their CroaƟan ciƟzenship. 

AddiƟonally, for those who were ready to apply for CroaƟan ciƟzenship, our Consular Days team from the Consulate 
in Los Angeles was honoring appointments to start the ciƟzenship process. Finally, to wrap up her busy day, Ms. Pea 

gave a lecture in our upstairs loŌ called “What Can CroaƟa Do For You?” She gave informaƟon on language classes, 

business opportuniƟes, scholarships, and higher educaƟon. Also located upstairs were our art gallery featuring 
CroaƟans in sport and the always popular wine tasƟng room and cooking demonstraƟons. 

The familiar savory smells of homemade sarma, barbecued lamb, and ćevapi filled the air to tempt our tastebuds. 
AƩendees also enjoyed sweet treats such as palačinke, poviƟca, and even travel themed Shishkaberries named “The 

Banana Split” and “The Berry Dubrovnik.” 

It was hard to miss the massive display of the tradiƟonal CroaƟan fishing skiff named “Brač,” located at the Armory 
entrance, with the checkers and bold colors of the CroaƟan flag on its proud sails. Boat builder and Tacoma naƟve 

Mike Vlahovich moved to the island of Brač where he learned how to make the authenƟc CroaƟan skiff. He 
generously arranged to haul the skiff by trailer to the Armory. This addiƟon was truly special as it captured the 

essence of our fesƟval and was a popular aƩracƟon for photo opportuniƟes while learning the history of its creaƟon! 

Our planning commiƩee, in collaboraƟon with the SeaƩle Center, is excited to deliver all the superb features that 
CroaƟaFest has to offer as we celebrate our 20th anniversary in 2024. Your parƟcipaƟon and generosity fuel us to 

think big, provide an event for all ages to enjoy, and gather “under the umbrellas” as our tradiƟon conƟnues! 
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CHAIRMAN’S CORNER 
To America: The Immigrant 

In the late 19th and early 20th century, a wave of humanity from 
Europe crossed the AtlanƟc, meeƟng the American Dream on Ellis 
Island. Those from Eastern Europe traveled onward to the steel 
mills of PiƩsburgh, the copper mines of upper Michigan and 
BuƩe, Montana and the coal mines of Illinois and Roslyn, 
Washington. 

Many fleeing instability and economic distress were from CroaƟa. 
My father was one of them. His story — unique yet typical — 
carried him from a mountainous European hinterland to 
legendary America, then across the Wild West. 

Stanislav was born in 1891 in Mrkopalj, a subalpine village in 
Gorski Kotar, CroaƟa. 

The men of Gorski Kotar were known as expert woodsmen; they 
were oŌen recruited to work in other regions. When Stanislav 
was just one year old, his father leŌ for Bosnia. He never came 
back. He was killed in a forestry accident, as his own lumberjack 
father had been felled down in Gorski Kotar. 

Stanislav’s mother Antonija was leŌ a 15-year-old pregnant widow. Life would not be easy for the young widow, 
Stanislav or his liƩle sister Eva. His mother later remarried a widower with two young daughters. 

There was immediate fricƟon between Stanislav and his new stepfather. Life together was untenable, so Antonija 
gave Stanislav to a landowner to work on his farm, taking care of the animals, with the understanding that aŌer a 
number of years he would be paid two gold crowns. 

The man liked Stanislav — he was a good worker. Their bond of trust was exemplified one snowy winter when his 
boss told the young boy: “Harness the horse to the sled. We are going to Fuzine to pick up a friend at the train 
depot.” On the way back over the dangerous terrain, the friend asked, “Are you not afraid with this boy guiding the 
horse?” The reply was, “Do not worry – ovaj mali (this liƩle one) would take us to Jerusalem and back.” One day, his 
mother approached the farmer to tell him their family was going to America — she had come to collect the two gold 
crowns owed on the contract. He reneged and gave her only one crown. Antonija, a principled woman, refused the 
crown and leŌ, saying she would not be party to a dishonored contract. 

Stanislav momentarily remained behind. The landowner wrapped the crown in a kerchief and handed it to him. One 
crown, thought Stanislav, was a whole lot beƩer than no crowns at all. 

Alongside his mother and sister, Stanislav sailed on the SS La Lorraine from the port of Le Havre, France. DeparƟng 
July 3rd, they arrived at Ellis Island on July 11th, 1903. ImmigraƟon records list his name, birthplace and naƟonality: 

Brozovic, Stanislav; Mrkopalj, Austria; Hungary, CroaƟan. 
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The family then traveled by rail across the United States to Roslyn, 

WA to rejoin his stepfather and stepsisters, who had already 
made the arduous transatlanƟc and cross-country passage. 

FricƟon was again constant between Stanislav and his stepfather. 
Stanislav had several uncles working in the coal mines of New 

Mexico, sƟll a territory at the Ɵme. AŌer he wrote them, 

recounƟng his problems, one uncle sent money for a train Ɵcket, a 
coat and a hat. 

He boarded the train wearing his new hat and coat, with wriƩen 
instrucƟons staƟng where he was bound. Stanislav spoke no 

English yet, but his journey across the American fronƟer had 
begun. 

The train’s first stop was Portland, Oregon. The conductor took 

him to a hotel across the street from the depot. The charge for a 
night was one dollar — it was a nice room and clean too! PoinƟng 

to the hotel tower clock, the conductor conveyed what Ɵme he 
should return to the depot. Stanislav stayed up all night, watching 

the clock. 

From Portland, the train leŌ for San Francisco. It arrived at a 
depot on the outskirts on April 18, 1906 —the day of the Great 

Earthquake. The quake was over, but the city was aflame, billowing with the smoke of a fire that would last 3 days. 

Alone in the depot, speaking no English, Stanislav was approached by a few Chinese men who offered him boiled 

eggs. Having never seen an Asian person before, he refused their offer of assistance and shouted in CroaƟan: “I am 

Austrian!" 

Two tall DalmaƟans appeared from nowhere and asked“ Mali, are you one of ours?” “Yes, yes!” he replied. Come 

with us, they said, then took him to their restaurant, which had not yet been burned. They were the Tadich brothers 
from San Francisco’s famed Tadich Grill, the third oldest restaurant in the U.S. 

AŌer a short respite, the Tadiches ferried the young teen across the Bay to conƟnue his odyssey to the now ghost 
town of Carthage, New Mexico. Peering out the open window at the wonders of the West, Stanislav’s new cap blew 

off. Once again, calamity had struck. Cresƞallen, he watched as a traveling salesman approached from the front of 

the coach. The man stopped and opened his valise — it was full of hats! He pulled one out and plopped the new hat 
down on Stanislav’s head. Such was Americana. The world was bright once again. 

Stanislav’s saga in the New World recommenced. As the train hurtled down the tracks, he was rushing toward his 
new life in America. 

Frank Brozovich, Honorary CroaƟan Consul, Chairman CroaƟaFest 
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STAY CONNECTED WITH 
CROATIAFEST ONLINE 

At CroaƟaFest, we’re passionate about celebraƟng 
CroaƟan culture, music, and tradiƟons. While our 
biannual newsleƩer keeps you informed about upcoming 
fesƟvals, entertainment, and vendors, we understand 
that there are moments between newsleƩers when 
you’d like to stay in the loop. Here’s how you can stay up 
to date: 

Subscribe to CroaƟaFest eNews: Join our mailing list to 
receive Ɵmely updates on events, acƟviƟes, and 
community happenings. Visit the “Contact Us” page on 
the CroaƟaFest website to sign up. 

 

Explore Our Website: 

· CroaƟan Events: Discover events hosted by local 
CroaƟan communiƟes and other events leading up to 
the fesƟval in October. 

· AdverƟsers: Support local businesses and explore our 
list of adverƟsers and vendors. 

· CroaƟaFest Gallery: Relive the magic of past fesƟvals 
through capƟvaƟng photos. 

Follow Us on Social Media: 

· Facebook: Connect with us on Facebook for updates, 
behind-the-scenes glimpses, and community stories. 

· YouTube: Subscribe to our YouTube channel for 
exclusive content, performances, and fesƟval 
highlights. 

We look forward to celebraƟng with you! 

2024 OUTSTANDING CROATIANS 
Do you know somebody who has made an outstanding 
contribuƟon to preserving and celebraƟng the CroaƟan 
heritage and tradiƟons in our region? We want you to 
nominate them for consideraƟon for the Outstanding 
CroaƟan of the Year award. Each year the CroaƟaFest 
Board selects one adult and one young person to receive 
this award and be honored on the stage of the annual 
CroaƟaFest celebraƟon at the SeaƩle Center Armory. 
Entries in the past have been made for those who help 
celebrate the CroaƟan cuisine, dance, music and 
preservaƟon of our cultural history. 

We have two categories - Outstanding CroaƟan of the 
Year and Outstanding Young CroaƟan of the Year (under 
30 years of age). 

To submit a nominaƟon, please provide (in essay form) 
the name of the person you would like to nominate and 
why you think they deserve this award – it’s that simple! 
Please include informaƟon about any projects, events, 
community installaƟons, or commitments to sharing the 
CroaƟan culture with the regional, State, naƟonal and/or 
internaƟonal communiƟes. 

Submissions are due by June 30th, 2024. Send your 
nominaƟon to Priscilla Lisicich at 
michi@rainierconnect.com or call 253-905-4000 for more 
informaƟon. Hvala! 

ADVERTISE WITH CROATIAFEST 
You can support CroaƟaFest by placing an ad in the 2024 
CroaƟaFest Souvenir Program. Your adverƟsement will 
be seen by over 1,000 people at the fesƟval. The full 
color adverƟsement will also appear for one year on the 
CroaƟaFest website – www.croaƟafest.org. All money 
raised through our souvenir program adverƟsing 
supports CroaƟaFest, a non-profit organizaƟon that 
promotes and preserves CroaƟan culture. 

Ads are available as follows: 

Full Page (8.5” x 11”) $500  Half Page (5.5” x 8.5”) $300 

Quarter Page (4” x 5”) $200  Small Ad (2” x 2”) $75.00 

If you have been a previous adverƟser, you can let us 
know if you would like to use last year’s ad. We can also 
create an ad for you if you would prefer. New artwork 
should be submiƩed to treasurer@croaƟafest.org by 
August 1st in PDF, JPG, or EPS format @ 300 dpi. 

If you have any quesƟons or to submit an ad, please 
email Priscilla Lisicich at michi@rainierconnect.com. 

Payments for ads are due by August 30th. Checks should 
be made payable to CroaƟaFest and mailed to: 
CroaƟaFest, P.O. Box 58490, SeaƩle, WA 98138. 

Please submit your intenƟon to place an ad no later than 
August 1st. 



7 

GUEST GROUPS AT CROATIAFEST: 
NOVA NADA, RAKIJA BEND, AND ŠARENA 

Making its first appearance at CroaƟaFest is CroaƟan 

Folklore Ensemble Nova Nada. Formed in 1995 in Detroit, 
Michigan, the group preserves and promotes CroaƟan 

folklore through song and dance. The group is under the 
direcƟon of Steve Talan and authenƟcally recreates 

tradiƟons and village scenes in a way that all audiences 

can appreciate. Nova Nada has performed throughout 
the USA, Canada, CroaƟa, Hungary, Slovakia and Austria. 

Joining us again for our Saturday night welcome dance is 
the ever-popular Rakija Bend of Chicago. The beginning 

of Rakija Bend is hard to date because its existence 
theoreƟcally started over four decades ago. Members of 

Rakija have played CroaƟan music together in various 

combinaƟons, whether it was in other bands or with 
CroaƟan folklore groups in Chicago. It just so happens 

that this version started almost 15 years ago and is sƟll 
promoƟng the CroaƟan culture that the band’s members 

are proud to have been raised in. To Rakija Bend, the 

more important quesƟon is not who they are but what 
we intend to do with what they have, and that is the 

ability to further promote CroaƟan culture to the 
younger generaƟons like their parents did for them. 

Members of Rakija Bend are Pete Naumovski, Steve 

Ovanin, Paul Prša, Ivica HosƟčka, Ivan Mulac, and Mate 
Mulac. 

The third guest group is the Šarena Tamburitza Orchestra 
of Cleveland, Ohio. Šarena will be doing double duty, 

providing live music for Nova Nada and gracing our stage 

and wine garden with lively tamburitza music. One of the 
few all-female tamburitza bands, they are known as the 

band which has an encyclopedic knowledge of every song 
superbly performed in four part vocal harmony. Šarena 

was formed in 1996 by combining the Danica Orchestra 
and the Trivanovich Sisters Orchestra. They have been 

entertaining listeners since then, aƩending Tamburitza 

AssociaƟon of America (TAA) Extravaganzas, weddings, 
graduaƟons, private parƟes, picnics, and fesƟvals. 

The four current members of Šarena are Marci Coleff and 
Becky Bruck on brač and vocals, Denise Mulec on bugarija 

and vocals, and Nisi Pozderac on bass and vocals. Marci, 

Denise, and Nisi were inducted into the TAA Hall of Fame 
in 2016 and also received the President’s Award from the 

TAA in 2013 for their dedicaƟon to preserving tamburitza 
music. Marci also received the Founder’s Award in 1994. 

CELEBRATE CROATIAN HERITAGE AT T-MOBILE PARK 

For the third consecuƟve year, baseball fans and 

CroaƟans can celebrate CroaƟan Heritage Day with the 
SeaƩle Mariners at T-Mobile Park. On Sunday, June 16th, 

the Mariners play the Texas Rangers at 1:10 PM, and all 
aƩendees who purchase a Ɵcket to the game through a 

special offer linked on the Mariners’ website will receive 

a specially-priced $41 Main Level Ɵcket, along with a 
limited-ediƟon CroaƟan Heritage Mariners Hat. 

This event has quickly become a staple of the CroaƟan 

summer event calendar in the Pacific Northwest. Last 

year, hundreds of CroaƟans from across the region (and 
across the country) showed up and covered the right field 

line in a sea of red and white checkers - a sight to behold. 

The deadline to purchase Ɵckets is Friday, June 14th at 

5:00 PM. To buy Ɵckets, please visit: 

www.mariners.com/croaƟa 
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THE TAMBURITZANS 
RETURN TO SEATTLE 

CelebraƟng their 87th Season, the Tamburitzans are 
excited to return to the SeaƩle area for a performance 
on Friday, May 17th at 7pm at the Edmonds Center for 
the Arts. America’s longest running live stage show, the 
troupe is especially excited to show off their newest 
producƟon, ReflecƟons. Tickets can be purchased by 
visiƟng www.edmondscenterforthearts.org 

 "Whether this is your first show or your 50th, our 
performance this year feels like you're seeing the 
Tamburitzans for the first Ɵme," says Alyssa Bushunow, 
ExecuƟve Director and former performer with the 
ensemble. "With the new technology, costumes, and 
format of our show, there is a feeling of immersion in 
these world heritages. One second you're siƫng in 
SeaƩle, and the next you've been transported to a village 
square halfway across the world!" 

ArƟsƟc Director George "Butch" Kresovich describes the 
show as "Folk... with a Fresh Coat of Paint." With a 
background in Entertainment at Disney, Butch knows 
what it takes to capƟvate an audience. To him, the 
Tamburitzan producƟon is a delicate balancing act. 
"TradiƟon and modernity, educaƟon and entertainment, 
these are all ingredients mixed to perfecƟon to craŌ a 
phenomenal show." Traversing CroaƟa, Bulgaria, 
Armenia, Ukraine, and more, 27 talented arƟsts will 
escort audiences across the globe in just two hours of 
song and dance. 

While some things have changed, one thing that hasn't is 
the Tamburitzan mission of Scholarship, Performance, 
and TradiƟon. All performers are sƟll full-Ɵme college 
students at a PiƩsburgh based college or university. 
Traveling on the weekends to share their talents, they 
then return to Pennsylvania just in Ɵme for class Monday 
mornings. A Tamburitzan Ɵcket supports not just the 
Arts, but the academic dreams of future teachers, 
lawyers, nurses, and music and business professionals.  

A SeaƩle ConnecƟon   

Two Tamburitzan cast members are also former SeaƩle 

Junior Tamburitzans – Madison “Maddie” Mustach and 
Evelyn Posavatz. 

This is Maddie’s official home 
concert. An SJT Alumna, she 
performed for eight years as a 
singer, dancer, and prim 
player. She was honored to be 
selected as the 2022 
CroaƟaFest Young CroaƟan of 
the Year. Maddie is the first 
performer from Washington 
State to join The Tamburitzans 
and is currently performing in 
her fiŌh year with the group. 

GraduaƟng from Duquesne University in May 2023, she 
earned a dual major in Business Management and Digital 
MarkeƟng. She is currently enrolled in Duquesne’s 
Master’s Program and will be graduaƟng in December 
2024. Maddie is excited to return home and perform 
with The Tamburitzans in front of her family and friends. 
Her only wish is that her late grandfather Steve Mustach 
could have seen this performance.  

Evelyn Posavatz began her Tamburitzan journey in 2012, 
at the age of nine, with the SeaƩle Junior 
Tamburitzans. Evelyn fell in love with dancing and 
tamburitza music. She performed with the SJTs for seven 
years unƟl her family relocated back to her parents’ 
hometown of PiƩsburgh in 2019.  She immediately 
joined PiƩsburgh’s Junior Tamburitzans of Duquesne, 
where she conƟnued to grow as a performer unƟl her 
high school graduaƟon in 
2022. Evelyn is now in her 
second year with the 
Tamburitzans. She aƩends the 
University of PiƩsburgh with a 
Major in Anthropology and a 
Minor in CroaƟan language 
studies. She is thrilled to return 
to SeaƩle, and perform in front 
of her SJT family and the 
SeaƩle CroaƟan community 
that is so dear to her heart. 
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CROATIAN CALENDAR OF EVENTS 
May 4th  SeaƩle Junior Tamburitzans Kavana, Kennedy High School, Burien, WA 

May 17th  The Tamburitzans Present “ReflecƟons,” Edmonds Center for the Arts, Edmonds, WA 

May 18th  Spring Dinner, American CroaƟan Club of Anacortes, Anacortes, WA 

May 24th-27th NW Folklife FesƟval, SeaƩle Center, SeaƩle, WA 

June 1st  TOKS 40th Anniversary CelebraƟon, Vancouver, BC 

June 8th  Skansie Netshed FoundaƟon Salmon Dinner, Gig Harbor Yacht Club, Gig Harbor, WA 

June 16th  SeaƩle Mariners CroaƟan Heritage Day, T-Mobile Park, SeaƩle, WA 

June 28th-29th CFU Junior/Adult Tamburitza FesƟval, Lisinski Hall, Zagreb, CroaƟa 

July 6th  Ronald 4th of July Heritage FesƟval, Hawthorne Hall, Ronald, WA 

July 20th  Roslyn CroaƟan Picnic, Roslyn, WA 

July 27th  CFU SeaƩle Lodge 439 Annual Picnic, Royal Arch Park, Maple Valley, WA 

Sept. 19th-21st Tamburitza AssociaƟon of America Extravaganza, Seven Springs, PA 

September 28th Historic Slavonian Hall FoundaƟon Gala, Slavonian Hall, Tacoma, WA 

October 3rd-6th AssociaƟon of CroaƟan American Professionals Conference, Caesar’s Palace, Las Vegas, NV 

October 5th  CroaƟaFest Kickoff Dance, Our Lady of Guadalupe Hall, West SeaƩle, WA 

October 6th  CroaƟaFest, SeaƩle Center Armory, SeaƩle, WA 

December 14th SABS Christmas Party, Slavonian Hall, Tacoma, WA 

January 5, 2025 Fešta Tri Kralja, Holy Rosary, West SeaƩle, WA 

THANK YOU, DONORS! 
The 2024 CroaƟaFest commiƩee would like to express its 

deepest thanks for all donaƟons to CroaƟaFest. GiŌs 
from donors provide the financial support needed to 

promote CroaƟan culture in the SeaƩle area.  

We acknowledge donors who contribute $100 or more by 
invitaƟon to our Donors’ Brunch on the day of our 

fesƟval.  

All supporters like you are the wind beneath our wings. 

The culminaƟon of your dollars brings CroaƟan music, 

dance, history, genealogy, art, and tradiƟons to not only  

CroaƟans but the general public. You are the reason for 

CroaƟaFest’s success, and we are inspired by and grateful 
for your generosity. 

 

CONSULAR DAYS 
As always the CroaƟan Consulate will be in town for 
CroaƟaFest in October. As plans are finalized and more 

detailed informaƟon is available, they will be provided on 
our website at www.croaƟafest.org. More informaƟon 

will also be provided in our Fall newsleƩer. 
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THANK YOU TO OUR 2023 CROATIAFEST DONORS 
$1,000 

Dr. Frank Brozovich  
Gretchen Newman 

 

$500 
The Kaloper Family - In memory of John and 

Dorothy Kaloper 
Danica Kaloper - In loving memory of Vic Kaloper 
Stacy & Ed Linardic - In memory of Ede & Mam 

Linardic 
Florence Lovric - In memory of Ante Lovric 

 

$450 
Paul & Lita Luvera - In memory of Mary Babarovich 

Luvera 
 

$401 
Anonymous Donors 

 

$400 
Mary Barhanovich-Sievers - In memory of Nick & 

Mary Barhanovich 
Dr. Hrvoje & Elizabeth Ruch Benko 

Dr. Eugen Halar - In memory of Olga Halar 
Tom & Terry Marinkovich - In memory of Nick & 

Marica Marinkovich 
 

$390 
Alaska Airlines Corporate Rewards 

 

$375 
Barry Kombol - In memory of Philip Kombol 

 

$350 
Nancy L Andrich - In memory of Lee G Andrich & 

Vica & Nickolas Andrich 
MicrosoŌ Corporate GiŌs Match 

Joe & Imelda Gregov 
 

$300 
Jack D Bujacich Jr - In memory of the Bujacich 

Family: Jack, Vinnie, Mary Francis, George, & Patsy 
Monya Mandich & Vjeko Ivankovic - In loving 

memory of Joe Mandich 
Frank & Pamela Pecarich  

Lee Ruljancich - In memory of Mark Ruljancich 
Joe & Konnie Serka - In memory of Joann Malich 

Belanich 
Mark & Sally Stefanich - In memory of ChrisƟne 

Jovanovich 
 

$275 
Emeric Michael Cvitkovic - In memory of John G. 

Cvitkovich 
 

$250 
Claudia Scrivanich Hirschey - In memory of Pat and 

Lee Scrivanich 
Prof. Nicholas & Katherine Lovrich 

Robert E Mack - In memory of John & KaƟe 
(Kazulin) Vlahovich 

Mislav Magerl 
Mike & Jane SƟmac 
Mirko & Irene Tiyan 

Blake & KrisƟna Susich Walker - In memory of 
Frank Susich 

Leonard & Karen Zuvela 
 

$225 
Jerry & Patricia Medved - In memory of Frank & 

Rose Brozovich and Mary & Bartol Medved 
 

$222 
Josipa Mataja - Osobna Zahvalnost 

 

$200 
Joe Arbanas - In memory of Maria, Vicko, & 

Vladimir Arbanas 
Dr. Milan & Claire Banjanin 

Dubravka Bilic - In memory of Mile Zdenko Bilic & 
Andjelko Vasic 

Sam & Frank Ruljancich & Carol & Donovan 
O'Brien - In memory of Mark Ruljancich 
Zorca Bolf Drake CroaƟan Cultural Fund 

Ante Elezovic 
Claudia Scrivanich Hirschey - In memory of Pat and 

Lee Scrivanich 
Tom & Jake Jovanovich - In memory of Father & 

Grandfather, John Jovanovich 
Brad & YveƩe, Zoe & Eli Kaloper - In loving 

memory of Vic Kaloper. We miss you. 
John & Cathryn Morovich - In memory of Lt Col 

(Ret) Richard Mirkovich  
Phyllis Tarabochia Ohrbeck - In memory of Nick & 

Rose AncichTarabochia 
Lawrence and Teresa Plutko - In memory of Mark 

Ruljancich 
Ron & Maria Roemer - In loving memory of John 

Mirkovich 
John & Alcena Woods 

 

$175 
Nick & Gloria Mosunic BarbaroƩo 

Nick & Gloria Mosunic BarbaroƩo - In memory of 
my parents, Rose & Sam Mosunic 

 

$150 
Jasmina Cernak 

Tony & Neva Dominis 
Michelle & Richard Kloss - In memory of Frank & 

Mary Starcevich Cernick  
Kenneth & Barbara Malich 
Mike & Karen Mikacenic 

Mario & Susan Oblak 
Stacey Ragsdale - In memory of Steve, Mary, Ann, 

and George Susnar 
Laligam Sekhar & Gordana Juric-Sekhar 

Richard & Donna Tarabochia 
 

$140 
Charles & Jean Culjak Shaffer - In memory of 

Anthony and Shirley Culjak 
 

$125 
Theresa Sarunich Sacco 

 

$110 
Peter Denny Oreb 

 

$100 
Jordan & Nancy Mikacenic Allen 

Gary & Karen Balo - In memory of Margie Palmich 
& Ron Palmich 

Marco & Myrna Basich 
Jim & Veronica MraƟnich Benvenga 

Jason & KrisƟn (Tarabochia) Boline 
Henry Bradley 

Gerald Carter - In memory of mother Dorothy 
Tomich Carter & Grandma Francis Tomich 

Sidney Deering - In memory of Tom Deering  
Steven & Karen Rancich Demmert - In memory of 

Michael & Shirley Rancich 
Jayne Stanich Dempsey - In memory of John & 

Pauline Stanich 
Barbara Dime - In memory of Gary Dime  

Bill & Jan Drummond 
Alenka Dunatov 

Ed & Dianne Franciskovich Enkerud - In memory of 
Stan AnƟch 

Milan, Evah, & Julie Gajic 
Carmen Mikacenic & Dominic Giaudrone 

Lillian Kos Groscup - In memory of Steve & Mary 
Kos 

Priscilla Lisicich & Dave Haapala 
Dr. Eugen Halar - In memory of Dr. Davor 

Kapetanic 
Branko Jurkovich - In memory of Mate, Vica, Vinko 

Jurkovich  
Marija R. (Baric) Longnecker - In memory of Bob 

Longnecker  
Eva Mader - In memory of Mark Ruljanich 

Richard Major - In memory of Mark Ruljanich 
Berrie MarƟnis 
Marija Mataja 

Darko Danica, Marisa & Angela Morovic 
ChrisƟne Mrak - In memory of Anton & Marica 

Mrak 
Randy Mueller - In memory of Joann Malich 

Belanich & Theresa Malich 
Jim & Carol Nickle - In memory of Mary Vukelich-

Guay 
Helene Obradovich 

Bob & Jacqueline Peckinino - In memory of Bob 
Peckinino, Darlene (Butkovich) Brozovich, and 
Grandparents Vinco & Antonia Butkovich from 

Ronald, WA 
Francis Pinchbeck 

Mike & Stephanie Ratko - In memory of Wilma 
Franciskovich 

Beverly Prkacin Read 
Ronald & Valerie Redpath - In memory of the 

Mrzlack and Cvitesic 
Stephanie Rogstad - In memory of Marion Benson 

Barbara Sardarov - In memory of Helen & Frank 
Sardarov 

Darrel & Helen Schafer - In memory of John & 
Harriet Budinich 

Steven & Sonja Schroder 
Judy Sender - In memory of Roy Sender 

AntoineƩe Slavich 
Karen Vucic Themelis - In memory of the Vucic 

Family 
Damir & Elaine Tomsic - In memory of our beloved 
Peggy Elkins Gunovick and Bob Gunovick. We miss 

you. 
Steve Vitalich 
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Nancy & Kris Voelckers - In memory of Michael & 
Shirley Rancich 

Eva Skold Westerlind - In memory of my husband, 
Peter Westerlind  

Dinko & Ruzarija Zampera 
MarƟn A. Zorich 

 

$75 
John Pintar 

 

$60 
John and Dar Mataya - Steven Mataya's FB 

Birthday Fundraiser 
 

$50 
Debbie Axtell - Steven Mataya's FB Birthday 

Fundraiser 
Mary Ann Mataya Blazevich - In memory of Joseph 

N Blazevich, Sr. 
Milo Finnis - In memory of Mark Ruljanich 

 Roseanne Royer & George Gostovich 
Rosemary Holm - In memory of my brothers Tom 

& Lou KrmpoƟch 
 Brenda Ann Huber - Steven Mataya's FB Birthday 

Fundraiser 
Biserka & Mildred Kufek 

Steven Mataya - Steven Mataya's FB Birthday 
Fundraiser  

Steve & Mary Jane Medalia 
Lorie Merlino 

John A Morovich - Steven Mataya's FB Birthday 
Fundraiser 

Leandro & Diane Budinick Oliver - In memory of 

Budinich & Vanich RelaƟves Memorials 
Michael & Susan Peskura - In honor of Alma 

Franulovic Plancich 
Jennie Radelich - In memory of Albert Radelich 

Richard & Donna Tarabochia - Steven Mataya's FB 
Birthday Fundraiser 

Carol Thompson - In memory of Anka Milenkovic-
Bobo and Chris Jovanovich 

 Damir & Elaine Tomsic - In memory of Mark 
Ruljancich 

LucreƩa Tursi - In memory of Mark Ruljanich 
Nadine Skrivanich TuƩle - In memory of Tony and 

Ann Skrivanich  
Helen Ozanich Tweedy 

 

$40 
Anton Jovanovich - Steven Mataya's FB Birthday 

Fundraiser 
Brian Ruble - Autumn & John's FB Birthday 

Fundraiser 
 

$35 
Steven Jovanovich - Steven Mataya's FB Birthday 

Fundraiser 
Kzm Vano - Steven Mataya's FB Birthday 

Fundraiser 
 

$30 
Zeljko SƟpeƟc - Steven Mataya's FB Birthday 

Fundraiser 
 

$25 
Patrick & Joanne Abdo - Steven Mataya's FB 

Birthday Fundraiser 
Dr. Hrvoje & Elizabeth Ruch Benko - Steven 

Mataya's FB Birthday Fundraiser 
Mary Bishop 

Vedran Brozovich - Steven Mataya's FB Birthday 
Fundraiser 

Lou & Rose Butkovich 
Ellen Jovanovich - Steven Mataya's FB Birthday 

Fundraiser  
Chrissie Major Kristl - Steven Mataya's FB Birthday 

Fundraiser 
 Valerie Lesniak - In memory of Mark Ruljancich 

Alise Marinov - Steven Mataya's FB Birthday 
Fundraiser 

Lisa Moore - Steven Mataya's FB Birthday 
Fundraiser 

John & Cathryn Morovich - Steven Mataya's FB 
Birthday Fundraiser 

PaƩy Starkovich - In memory of George T. 
Starkovich 

Linda L. Urquhart - In memory of Mark Ruljanich 
Autumn Venturo - Autumn & John's FB Birthday 

Fundraiser 
Ken Volpone 

Zrene & Claudia Werlech 
 

$5 
Iva Milicevic - Jure Popovic FB Birthday Fundraiser 

Karen Mikacenic - Steven Mataya's FB Birthday 
Fundraiser 

 

 

Support CroaƟaFest! Your ongoing support is essenƟal for the future of our fesƟval. 
_______________________________________________________________________ 
Name 

_______________________________________________________________________ 
In Memory or Honor Of (if applicable) 

_______________________________________________________________________ 
Address 

_______________________________________________________________________ 
  

_______________________________________________________________________ 
Phone       Email 

 
O $1,000 O $500 O $250 O $100 O $50  O $25  O Other ____________ 
 
DonaƟons are tax deducƟble to the extent permiƩed by law. Method of payment: 
 
O Check O Visa O Mastercard 
__________________________________________ 
Credit Card #      Exp. Date 

__________________________________________ 
Zip Code       Security Code 

__________________________________________ 
Signature 

Make checks payable to: 
CroaƟaFest 
 
Mail your donaƟon to: 
 
CroaƟaFest 
PO Box 58490 
SeaƩle, WA 98138 



CroatiaFest 
PO Box 58490 
Seattle, WA 98138 
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CROATIAFEST 2024 SPRING NEWSLETTER 

Details inside this newsletter and at www.CroatiaFest.org 

2023 FESTIVAL HIGHLIGHTS 
 

3 GUEST BANDS TO 
HEADLINE 2024 FESTIVAL 

 

MUSIC, DANCE, 
FOOD, DRINK, 
AND MORE! 


