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NewsleƩer 
Summer 

2026 

AMERICAN ZAGREB JUNIOR 
TAMBURITZANS TO PERFORM 

CroaƟaFest 2026 is pleased to welcome the American Zagreb Junior 
Tamburitzans (AZJT) to this year’s fesƟval. 

AZJT is a CroaƟan youth cultural ensemble based in Cleveland, Ohio. Founded in 1957 and celebraƟng its 69th 
anniversary in 2026, AZJT teaches tradiƟonal CroaƟan music, song, and kolo dance to young performers. Rooted in 

the earlier cultural group Slavulj, AZJT is a founding member of the CroaƟan Fraternal Union Junior Cultural 

FederaƟon. Today, the ensemble includes 42 students, aged 5–19, under the direcƟon of Music Director Gabriella 
Moissis and Choreographer Deborah Jennings Faraguna. AZJT remains dedicated to preserving and promoƟng 

CroaƟan heritage through music, dance, costume, and cultural educaƟon to foster future generaƟons of American-
CroaƟans. AZJT conƟnues to perform throughout the United States, Canada, and CroaƟa. 

See AZJT, page 2 

CroaƟaFest 2026 
Sunday, Oct. 4th 

12 pm 
SeaƩle Center Armory 

305 Harrison St., SeaƩle 
Music & Dance Performances, 
Historical Exhibits, Lectures, 
Art Gallery, Cooking Demos, 

CraŌs, CroaƟan Food Booths, 
Vendors, and Much More! 

 
Look for updates at 

www.CroaƟaFest.org and at 
facebook.com/CroaƟaFest 

 
Unless otherwise specified, 

CroaƟaFest acƟviƟes on Sunday, 
October 4th are FREE and open to 

the public. 
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AZJT 
ConƟnued from page 1 

“We are so very honored to partake in the CroaƟaFest 2026 fesƟviƟes as we unite with our American-CroaƟan 
brothers and sisters of the Pacific Northwest to celebrate our homeland of CroaƟa. This will certainly be a 

memorable event, and we can’t wait to share in this extravaganza. We sincerely wish all performers the best of 

luck!” 

The group will be performing on the main stage of the Armory on Sunday, October 4th. See the enclosed schedule 

and www.CroaƟaFest.org for more details. 

CroaƟaFest Coordinators: Joanne Abdo, Kristen LeMieux, Cathryn Morovich 
CroaƟaFest Officers & ExecuƟve Board of Directors: Dr. Frank Brozovich, Chairman; Cathryn 
Morovich, President; AntoineƩe Slavich, Vice President; KrisƟn Tarabochia Boline, Treasurer; 
Stephanie Rogstad, Secretary 
CroaƟaFest Planning CommiƩee: Joanne Abdo, KrisƟn Tarabochia Boline, Dr. Frank 
Brozovich, Jana Filcich Ashbrook, Brenda Huber, Kristen LeMieux, Priscilla Lisicich, John 
Lovrić, Berrie MarƟnis, Margaret MarƟnis-Wallace, Steven Mataya, Karen Mikacenic, Cathryn 
Morovich, John Morovich, Christopher Plancich, Karen Rancich Demmert, Stephanie Rogstad, 
AntoineƩe Slavich, Sally Stefanich, Allie Woods, John Woods, Karen Zuvela, Len Zuvela 
Video ProducƟon: Steven Mataya and John Woods 
Volunteer Photographer: Tom Woods 
NewsleƩer Editor: Steven Mataya 
Poster, Postcard, and Souvenir Program : Diane Petričić Brust 
Social Media: Cathryn Morovich and John Woods | Website: John Posavatz 
CroaƟaFest Logo Designer: John Lovrić 

PO Box 58490 
SeaƩle, WA 98138 

206-937-8960 
contact@croaƟafest.org 

facebook.com/CroaƟaFest 
www.CroaƟaFest.org 

CroaƟaFest is produced by the local 
CroaƟan-American community and is part 

of SeaƩle Center’s Festál, a year-long series 
of cultural events that honors the richness 

and diversity of our region. 
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PRESIDENT’S WELCOME 
New to our main stage this year will be the American Zagreb Jr. 

Tamburitzans from Cleveland, OH. Returning to headline will be Rakija 
Bend from Chicago, IL. 

Time Travel to DalmaƟa will be exhibited in the gallery on the 3rd floor of 

the Armory accompanied by a lecture by author Brendan Weston. On loan 

from the CroaƟan Embassy in Washington, DC will be a display honoring 
the 250th Anniversary of American Independence with an exhibit Ɵtled 

“CroaƟan Americans in the U.S. Armed Forces: History, Service, and 
Partnership.” 

We welcome AƩorney Don Markušić from Zagreb, CroaƟa who will give a 
lecture on acquiring CroaƟan land and ciƟzenship. Also in the 3rd floor 

lecture room, there will be a presentaƟon about the Domovina Birthright 
Program, a transformaƟve cultural experience designed to connect the next 

generaƟon with their CroaƟan roots. 

Three new live demonstraƟons will be at the cooking stage, as well as new vendors located on the 3rd floor of the 

Armory just above the main stage. 

Of course, we welcome back the performers, dance ensembles, exhibitors, food and merchant vendors, who have 

been with CroaƟaFest for its 23 years. 

Plan for a full day of fun, food and entertainment, exhibiƟons, lectures and fine wines, fun for the kids, and reuniƟng 

with friends and family at CroaƟaFest 2026. 

- Cathryn Morovich, President, CroaƟaFest 

DOMOVINA BIRTHRIGHT PROGRAM 
The Domovina Birthright Program is an unforgeƩable experience for young adults of CroaƟan descent between the 

ages of 18-30 who want to learn about their CroaƟan heritage, explore the beauty and excitement of CroaƟa, 
connect with their CroaƟan idenƟty, and meet other young CroaƟan adults. It is a unique partnership between the 

people of CroaƟa through their government and the AssociaƟon of CroaƟan American Professionals (ACAP). It is a 14

-day cultural and educaƟonal immersion tour of CroaƟa organized by the CroaƟan government. Domovina’s 
founders created this program to send young CroaƟan adults from all over the world to CroaƟa as a giŌ in order to 

strengthen the Ɵes between CroaƟa and the CroaƟan diaspora. ParƟcipants travel throughout the country, exploring 
sites of historic, cultural, and religious significance, hiking, and taking in CroaƟa’s immense beauty. 

Boris Vilic will present an introducƟon to a documentary film and will close with a quesƟon-and-answer session 

immediately following the presentaƟon in the 3rd floor lecture room LoŌ 1A of the SeaƩle Center Armory. 
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SPEND THE WEEKEND TO CELEBRATE CROATIAFEST 
Enjoy SeaƩle Center on Saturday – the Space Needle, MOPOP, SeaƩle Children’s Museum, Chihuly Garden and Glass, 
and more! Or, explore the treasures of Lake Union: MOHAI and the Center for Wooden Boats. Then stay overnight 
for CroaƟaFest the next day. Two hotels look forward to being your overnight host during the CroaƟaFest weekend. 

The Maxwell Hotel/StayPineapple at 300 Roy St. is one block north of the SeaƩle Center. StayPineapple is offering a 
20% discount off their regular online rate, available from now unƟl March 11th, 2027. This rate also applies to their 
three other hotels in SeaƩle: The Watertown, University Inn, and Hotel Five. 

The Residence Inn SeaƩle Downtown/Lake Union is another great opƟon - it is close to SeaƩle Center, across the 
street from Lake Union. 

Visit www.CroaƟaFest.org and under the ‘FesƟval’ tab, scroll down to ‘Hotels’ for direct booking links. 

DALMATIA THEN & NOW 
See the CroaƟa your great-grandparents knew. 

Have you ever wished you could go to Split for a Carnival 
ball in 1849? March high above the river CeƟna looking 
for eagles? Do you ever wonder what the people wore 
and what they ate and said? 

Brendan’s Time Traveler's Guide to DalmaƟa takes you to 
DalmaƟa at the peak of Austro-Hungarian rule when a 
simple walk down the Calle Larga showed all of history 
alive at once. InƟmate experiences of travelers bring you 
back to DalmaƟa’s bustling coast at the close of the 19th 
century, with pictures and maps and illustraƟons so you 
never feel lost on your voyage. 

At CroaƟaFest 2026, author and photographer Brendan Weston brings 19th-century DalmaƟa back to life through a 
special exhibiƟon and presentaƟon inspired by his new book, The Time Traveler’s Guide to DalmaƟa. 

Travel back to the DalmaƟa your ancestors knew through historic artwork, tradiƟonal nošnja (costumes), maps and 
illustraƟons of the era, displayed alongside Brendan’s contemporary photography of the same ciƟes, landscapes and 
coastlines today. 

During his presentaƟon, Brendan will share some of the most fascinaƟng discoveries from his research and the 
stories behind the artwork, photographs and travelers who helped document DalmaƟa more than a century ago. 

Time Traveler’s Guide to DalmaƟa pieces together these inƟmate observaƟons to reveal a place that feels at once 
remarkably different and surprisingly familiar. 

Learn more about Time Traveler’s Guide to DalmaƟa at TimeTravelToDalmaƟa.com 
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WELCOME TO CHRIS’ KIDS CORNER 

We are excited to welcome visitors of all ages to CroaƟaFest, especially children! We have a special area designed 
just for kids called “Chris' Kids Corner.” The main theme this year is soccer, or “nogomet,” as it is called in CroaƟan. 
Children will enjoy soccer-themed games and craŌs, including soccer-ball beads they can use to create their own 
souvenir keychains. 

Children will also have the opportunity to make a paper, heart-shaped licitar. Licitars are a cherished symbol of 
CroaƟan cultural heritage and are oŌen given as giŌs to express love, affecƟon, friendship, or good wishes. 
Recognized by UNESCO as part of CroaƟa’s tradiƟonal craŌsmanship, licitars are commonly displayed during 
holidays, weddings, fesƟvals, and other special occasions. 

We have named this area “Chris' Kids Corner” in honor of ChrisƟne Jovanovich, who organized CroaƟaFest’s 
children’s programming for many years. ChrisƟne was an alumna of the SeaƩle Junior Tamburitzans and had a deep, 
sincere love for children and a passion for sharing CroaƟan culture with the next generaƟon. 

Join us at Chris' Kids Corner for a day of fun, creaƟvity, and cultural discovery! 

DON MARKUŠIĆ AT CROATIAFEST 

Over eleven years ago, AƩorney Don Markušić joined us for his 
first CroaƟaFest. In the middle of the night, from his home 
(which happens to have been built in 1744 and he has lovingly 
restored on St. Mark’s Square, in Zagreb), he made himself 
available by Skype to take quesƟons from the public at the 
fesƟval. He has been a tremendous resource to CroaƟaFest 
aƩendees for over a decade, and this year, we are excited to 
announce Don will be at CroaƟaFest – in person!  

Originally hailing from Australia, Don broke ground by 
becoming the first aƩorney with common law training to gain 
admission to pracƟce in CroaƟa. He made his return to CroaƟa 
in 2007, driven by a desire to give back to the country. Don 
took that dedicaƟon to his homeland and founded the 
AssociaƟon of CroaƟan American Professionals (ACAP), serves 
as President of the Asia-Pacific Chamber of Commerce, and has 
a resume filled with a lifeƟme of service, puƫng his 
background in law and business to greater good. 

Bring your quesƟons or just take part and learn about the process of legal assistance in CroaƟa, specifically regarding 
property and real estate, foreign investments and cross-border transacƟons with CroaƟa, corporate and commercial 
law, and liƟgaƟon and arbitraƟon. We are fortunate to have Don in SeaƩle, taking quesƟons and sharing his wealth 
of knowledge - plus, perhaps a story or two! 
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EXHIBIT FROM THE CROATIAN EMBASSY 
“CroaƟan Americans in the U.S. Armed Forces: History, Service, and Partnership,” is an exhibiƟon of historical panels 
honoring CroaƟan Americans who served in the U.S. armed forces from the Spanish-American War to the present. 
This exhibit is part of America’s 250th anniversary series organized by the CroaƟan Embassy in Washington, D.C. 

The display contains mulƟple panels that tell the remarkable stories of CroaƟan American veterans from various 
periods of American conflict. From the Spanish-American War to Desert Storm and the Global War on Terror, each 
panel presents stories, historical informaƟon about baƩles and conflicts, and images of service medals, photographs, 
and arƟfacts related to CroaƟan American veterans. Among them are Medal of Honor recipients, high-ranking 
officers, and CroaƟan Americans who made the ulƟmate sacrifice serving the United States. A powerful reminder of 
the long and deep connecƟon between CroaƟa and America. 

CroaƟaFest would like to thank Ambassador Pjer Šimunović and the Staff of the CroaƟan Embassy in Washington 
D.C. for bringing this historical exhibit to our fesƟval. 

The exhibit will be displayed on the 3rd floor of the SeaƩle Center Armory. 

ALLIE WOODS TO DISPLAY 
WATERCOLORS 

Watercolor arƟst Allie Woods will be part of 
CroaƟaFest this year. A homegrown Washingtonian, 

Allie’s connecƟon to CroaƟan culture began 
through marriage; years ago, she fell in love with 

her husband, John, and the vibrant heritage his 

family carries from Žeževica, an inland village near 
the Makarska Riviera. The beauty of the land, the 

people, and the delicious food all make her feel at 
home when she visits. Allie has studied watercolor 

through classes and workshops, conƟnually honing 

her craŌ through exploraƟon and the joy of 
painƟng in her studio. Her style is realisƟc and oŌen 

rich in detail, aiming to convey the joy and sense of 
narraƟve she feels while bringing shapes and colors 

to life. Allie’s watercolors have been featured at 
regional shows and community exhibits across the 

Puget Sound. Several of Allie’s favorite watercolors 

will be included this year in the third-floor gallery.  

CONSULAR DAYS 
CroaƟaFest welcomes the Consulate General of CroaƟa 

from Los Angeles, California as they host Consular Days 
again this year. We are very grateful for this partnership 

and the tremendous opportunity for people to meet with 

the Consular staff in SeaƩle, avoiding a trip to Los 
Angeles. MeeƟngs with Consular staff are by 

appointment only. Appointment requests will be taken 
starƟng September 1st by email only at 

losangeles@mvep.hr. Calls will not be accepted nor will 

requests made by email prior to September 1st. 



MERCHANT VENDORS 
This year, you will have many choices to purchase CroaƟan-themed giŌs, clothing, craŌs, and food items from 
merchant vendors located on both the main floor and the mezzanine of the SeaƩle Center Armory 

Main Floor Vendors 

Andy's Fine Woods: Bowls, plaƩers and giŌs made from exoƟc woods 

Balkan Store: Imported CroaƟan and other Mediterranean food and beverage products 

CroaƟa GiŌs: HandcraŌed ceramics and giŌ items 

CroaƟaFest Souvenir Booth: One-of-a-kind CroaƟaFest souvenir apparel 

Drusk Trading Company: Olive oil and fig jams/spreads from CroaƟa 

JP Designs: CroaƟa-themed items such as cuƫng boards, charcuterie boards, chess boards and trivets 

MaƩ's Fresh Fish: Canned classic-packed sockeye salmon (skin-on, bones in) and locally-caught, canned pink salmon 
in olive oil (no bones) 

Slavonian American Benevolent Society (SABS): T-shirts, mugs, cookbooks and more 

Mezzanine Vendors 

AdriaƟc Bloom&Sol: Hand designed sachets of AdriaƟc lavender and DalmaƟan sea salt 

CroaƟan Heritage Corner: CroaƟan-made giŌs and treasures 

Mala Radost: CroaƟa-themed and hand-painted wooden ornaments 

Vela Luka CroaƟan Dance Ensemble: T-shirts, baseball caps, 50th Anniversary items and more 
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NEW VENDOR SPOTLIGHTS 
Mala Radost - LiƩle Joys from the Heart: These hand-painted wooden ornaments celebrate love, heritage, and the 
beauty of a small joy – mala radost. Inspired by tradiƟonal CroaƟan folk art and Licitar hearts, each piece is hand-
finished with a unique design, bringing a personal and meaningful touch to every ornament. 

AdriaƟc Bloom&Sol brings a liƩle piece of the AdriaƟc home through handcraŌed lavender and sea-salt sachets 
inspired by the coast of CroaƟa. Made with CroaƟan coastal lavender, hand-harvested AdriaƟc sea salt, and, in select 
blends, DalmaƟan herbs from Biokovo Mountain, each product celebrates the scents, ingredients, and natural 
beauty of the AdriaƟc. The founders, Nikki and Maggie, are two 13-year-old friends and first-Ɵme entrepreneurs 
with family roots along the AdriaƟc. Nikki was born in Split, while Maggie’s family heritage reaches to neighboring 
Slovenia. Inspired by their shared connecƟon to the region, they created AdriaƟc Bloom&Sol as a way to share a liƩle 
of their heritage with others while learning what it takes to build a business of their own; from creaƟng and 
packaging their products to pricing, markeƟng, and making their first sale. Please stop by and say hi! 
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FOOD BOOTHS 
This year there will be returning food vendors as well as new vendors with a variety of delicious CroaƟan-style foods 
available for purchase both inside and outside the SeaƩle Center Armory 

Outside the Armory 

Balkan Store will again have whole lamb roasted on the spit and grilled ćevapčići (CroaƟan-style links). Both meats 
will include bread rolls and condiments. 

The SeaƩle Junior Tamburitzans will be offering grilled salmon with rolls and steamed kale and potatoes. 

Inside the Armory 

On the main floor of the Armory, Baked in Bosnia will again have tradiƟonal CroaƟan sarma (stuffed cabbage rolls). 
They will also be serving slices of their famous bee sƟng cake. 

Balkan Support Team will again offer palačinke (CroaƟan crepes) and baklava. You can also purchase a cup of kava 
(Turkish coffee) to go along with these sweets. 

OTHER BOOTHS AND DISPLAYS 
Main Floor of the Armory 

Talk with a representaƟve from AdriaƟc Travel about travel 
opportuniƟes to CroaƟa. The locally-built Batana boat, “Brač,” will be 
on display with its iconic red and white sail. The SeaƩle Junior 
Tamburitzans will host an informaƟon booth about their group. 

Mezzanine Level, 3rd Floor 

Walk up the stairs or take the elevator to the 3rd floor. At the 
entrance to the Art Gallery, stop by the  “Kako Se Kaže” booth to 
learn about the CroaƟan language and compare dialects with 
Professor Nicholas Lovrich and Jasmina Cernak. Discover professional 
networking possibiliƟes with members of the AssociaƟon of CroaƟan 
American Professionals (ACAP). Talk with representaƟves of The 
Roslyn Cemetery Legacy Project. Both booths will be located on the 
balcony directly above the main stage. Bring the youngsters to 
“Chris’ Kids Corner” for fun with soccer-themed acƟviƟes, creaƟve 
art projects, and much more. The Kids Corner will be in a new 
locaƟon this year, adjacent to the elevator. Visit the Step and Repeat 
banner with props for the perfect photo souvenir. 

There will be two InformaƟon Booths for your convenience to answer your quesƟons – one on the main floor under 
the umbrella and the other on the 3rd floor at the entrance to the Art Gallery. 
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KONOBA - BACK AND 
BIGGER THAN EVER 

Our Konoba keeps growing and this year is 
our biggest space yet! We’ve expanded for 
more room to enjoy the wine, beer, and 
spirits being poured while singing along to 
the music on the Konoba stage. Be sure to 
check out the stage schedule listed 
on www.CroaƟaFest.org.  

Tokens for drinks will be available for 
purchase at the door. Must be 21+ to enter. 

CROATIAFEST APPAREL AVAILABLE 
A variety of stylish t-shirts, sweatshirts, hoodies, hats, and shopping totes will be available for purchase at the 
CroaƟaFest apparel booth adjacent to the main stage on the day of the fesƟval. The classic fan favorites will once 
again be available, and we are happy to announce that we are introducing a new design which will surely be a hit 
with our fesƟval aƩendees! Swing by the apparel booth to check out the new items and select your favorite style to 
take home as your wearable souvenir. 
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ON THE COOKING STAGE 
Cookies, a holiday centerpiece, and aŌer-dinner liqueur 

The CroaƟaFest cooking stage is expanding its horizons in 
2026 and hosƟng three disƟnct demonstraƟons. 

Chrissie Kristl and Julie Mustach will reveal the secret 
behind CroaƟa’s famous checkerboard cookie. We all love 
them, but how are they made? They will demonstrate the 
process and hand out delicious samples at the end. 

Many CroaƟan families grow a small dish of bright green 
wheat grass during the Christmas season. At this year's 
CroaƟaFest, you'll have the opportunity to learn about this 
beauƟful tradiƟon firsthand! Sally Stefanich will give a live 
demonstraƟon showing how to grow božićna pšenica 
(Christmas wheat). Best of all, she will provide free wheat berries so you can take everything you need home and 
start your own Christmas wheat. 

Karen Zuvela will share a recipe from her “adopted cousin,” Mara, a VRBO host in Dubrovnik who treats her guests 
to homemade limoncello made using lemons from her garden. The enƟre process takes about 10 days, so Karen will 
get a new batch started and provide samples of the finished product. 

Note: Because limoncello contains alcohol, this demonstraƟon is only open to parƟcipants who are over 21. Samples 
cost $1 (state law prohibits us from giving away free samples). 



STAY CONNECTED WITH CROATIAFEST ONLINE 
CroaƟaFest is dedicated to celebraƟng CroaƟan culture, music, and tradiƟons all year long. While our biannual 
newsleƩer highlights upcoming fesƟvals, entertainment, and vendors, here’s how you can stay engaged throughout 
the year: 

Subscribe to CroaƟaFest eNews  

· Receive Ɵmely updates on events, acƟviƟes, and community happenings. Visit the Contact Us page at 
www.CroaƟaFest.org to join our mailing list. 

· Please note: All future newsleƩers and eNews updates will come from our new email address –
newsleƩers@croaƟafest.org. Add it to your contacts so you never miss an update. 

Explore www.CroaƟaFest.org 

· Calendar of Events: Discover cultural events hosted by local CroaƟan communiƟes and acƟviƟes leading 
up to the October fesƟval. 

· AdverƟsers & Vendors: Support local businesses and explore our growing list of sponsors. 

· CroaƟaFest Gallery: Relive the magic of past fesƟvals through photos that capture the spirit of our 
community. 

Follow Us on Social Media 

· Facebook: Stay connected with fesƟval news, real-Ɵme updates, and the full schedule of events 
throughout CroaƟaFest week. 

· YouTube: Enjoy exclusive content and performances. 

· Instagram: Follow us for fesƟval highlights, behind-the-scenes moments, and vibrant snapshots of 
CroaƟan culture. 

We look forward to celebraƟng with you and keeping our CroaƟan community connected throughout the year. 
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HOW TO GET TO CROATIAFEST 
Are you Ɵred of paying over $5.00 per gallon for gasoline? Save your fuel dollars and let the Monorail, Metro Transit, 
Sound Transit, Light Rail, or rideshare companies like Uber and LyŌ do the driving for you! 

Explore light rail and bus routes from your neighborhood or a nearby Park & Ride. Check Metro-King County and 
Sound Transit Trip Planners to discover what’s available. There are several bus routes that stop at the SeaƩle Center. 
If you take transit to Downtown SeaƩle, hop on the Monorail at Westlake Center StaƟon, located at 400 Pine Street 
on the 3rd floor. You will arrive right into the Armory. 

If you plan on driving to the SeaƩle Center, on-street parking is FREE on Sundays. Nearby parking garages include: 

5th AVENUE N. GARAGE – 516 Harrison Street, SeaƩle, WA 98109. Entrances are on Harrison St. and Republican St., 
just east of 5th Ave. N. 

MERCER STREET GARAGE – 650 3rd Ave N., SeaƩle, WA. 98109. Entrance is on 3rd Ave N between Mercer St. and 
Roy St. 

THEATRE COMMONS ADA PARKING LOT – 2nd Ave N & Mercer Street, SeaƩle, WA 98109. Adjacent to the Bagley 
Wright Theatre. Entrance is on Mercer Street at 2nd Ave N. 

There are several smaller parking lots around the area. Check out parking apps, such as SpotHero or ParkMobile, 
that can help find available lots and reserve your spot. 

DONORS’ BRUNCH 
To thank our most generous 
supporters, we're delighted to invite 
donors who give $100 or more to a 
special Donors' Brunch, held on the 
day of CroaƟaFest. 

The CroaƟaFest Planning CommiƩee 
extends its hearƞelt thanks for 
every giŌ given to CroaƟaFest at 
every level. For those who reach the 
$100 mark, this brunch is our way of 
saying thank you in person. 

Your generosity provides the 
financial foundaƟon that allows us 
to celebrate and promote CroaƟan culture throughout the SeaƩle area. Because of supporters like you, CroaƟan 
music, dance, history, genealogy, art, and tradiƟon come alive – not just for the CroaƟan community, but for the 
public at large. Thank you for being part of our story. 
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THANK YOU TO OUR 2026 CROATIAFEST DONORS 
$1,500  
Corporate Sponsors 
AssociaƟon of CroaƟan American 
Professionals  
Balkan Store 
Big John’s PFI 
Town & Country Market 

$1,000  
Dr. Hrvoje & Elizabeth Ruch Benko  
Dr. Frank Brozovich  
ChrisƟe Kaloper Jones, Elaine Kaloper 
Mathison, In Memory of The Kaloper 
Family - Victor, Matusha, John, & Victor  
Prof. Nicholas & Katherine Lovrich - In 
Memory of Nikola and Ljubica Lovrić  
Gretchen Newman  
Narda Lemert Cultural Fund Administered 
by CroaƟan Fraternal Union Lodge 439  

$500  
Nancy L Andrich - In Memory of Lee G 
Andrich, Nicholas & Vica Andrich  
Mary Barhanovich-Sievers - In Memory of 
Nick & Margaret Barhanovich  
Jack D & Patricia Bujacich Jr - In Memory 
of John Horjes  
Cornelia M. Devlin  
Joe Gregov - In Memory of Imelda Gregov  
Monya Mandich & Vjeko Ivankovic - In 
Memory of Joseph Mandich  

$410  
Barry Kombol - In Honor of Filip Kombol, 
1919  

$400  
Paul & Lita Luvera  

$350  
MicrosoŌ Corporate GiŌs Match  

$300  
Richard Major - In Memory of Mary Ann 
Bishop  
Joe & Konnie Serka  
Mark & Sally Stefanich - In Memory of 
ChrisƟne Jovanovich  

$275  
Emeric Michael Cvitkovic  
Taryn, Thomas, & Tarah Peltz - In Memory 
of Jacobus Starcevic & Josepha Frkovic 
 

$250  
Carla Babich & Mark Niemi  
Larry & Konni Barich  
Boeing Corporate GiŌs Match  
Dr. Eugen Halar  
Michelle & Richard Kloss - In Memory of 
Frank and Mary (Starcevich) Cernick  
Robert E Mack - In Memory of John & 
KaƟe Vlahovich and Pauline Babich 
Lovrovich  
Jerry & Patricia Medved - In Memory of 
Frank & Rose Brozovich and Bartol & 
Mary Medved  
Donna Niemi - In Memory of our beloved 
Louise Niemi from the Niemi & Babich 
Families  
Duke & Juliana Pirak  
Dennis Strasser  
Theresa Babich Witherspoon - In Loving 
Memory of My Parents Paul S. & H. Shirley 
Babich  
John & Alcena Woods  
Leonard & Karen Zuvela  

$200  
Kata Bozanic - In Memory of my husband, 
Tony Bozanic  
Zorca Bolf Drake CroaƟan Cultural Fund  
Claudia Scrivanich Hirschey - In Memory 
of Pat & Lee Scrivanich  
Miro & Svjetlana Juric  
Mike & Karen Mikacenic – In Memory of 
Richard Tarabochia & Mike Hugev  
John & Cathryn Morovich - In Memory of 
Dear Friends Steven Medalia Sr. & Theresa 
Sarunich Sacco  
John & Cathryn Morovich - In Memory of 
Friends Tony Jovanovich, Josipa Mataja, 
Pearl Storino & Jeffrey LeMieux  
Phyllis Tarabochia Ohrbeck - In Memory of 
Rose Ancich Tarabochia & Nick 
Tarabochia, Sr.  
Ron & Maria Roemer - In Loving Memory 
of the Mirkovich & Marinov Family  
Irene Tiyan  

$150  
Ed & Dianne Franciskovich Enkerud - In 
Memory of Andrienne Gudac Stevens  
Steven & Jessica Mataya  
Chris Saether & Mary Sherhart 
Donna Tarabochia - In Memory of Richard 

Tarabochia  

$145 
Charles & Jean Culjak Shaffer - In Memory 
of Anthony & Shirley Culjak  

$135 
Richard Taylor - In Memory of Luka 
Lubenko & Maria Simicich (Great 
Grandparents)  

$125  
Melvin & Patricia Gregorich - In Memory 
of Leo & Dorothy Gregorich  
John Pintar - In Memory of Judy Pintar 

$110  
Alaska Airlines Corporate Rewards  
Peter Denny Oreb  

$100  
Jordan & Nancy (Mikacenic) Allen 
Gary & Karen Balo -  In Memory of Helen 
Perusich Balo 
Marco & Myrna Basich  
Sabrina Bobrow - In Memory of Patricia 
Wickman Bobrow  
Dan & Jeannie Calnan 
Steven & Karen Rancich Demmert - In 
Memory of Michael & Shirley Rancich  
Tony & Neva Dominis  
Paul & Alenka Dunatov  
Jasmina Cernak & Guy Bowerman 
Kenneth & Barbara Malich - In Honor of 
Ken Malich's FB Birthday Fundraiser 
Carmen Mikacenic & Dominic Giaudrone  
BeƩy Mirkovich  
John & Cathryn Morovich - In Memory of 
Friends Bill Drummond & Mary Ann 
Bishop  
Jim & Carol Nickle - In Memory of Mary 
Vuklich-Guay  
Helene Obradovich   
Louie Osmonovich - In Memory of Sherry 
Osmonovich  
Louie Osmonovich - In Honor of Cathryn 
Morovich  
Mike & Stephanie Ratko  
Beverly Prkacin Read  
Stephanie Rogstad - In Memory of Marion 
Benson  
Steven & Sonja Schroder - In Honor of 
KaƟe Bolf  
Joshua Skipper 
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Support CroaƟaFest! Your ongoing support is essenƟal for the future of our fesƟval. 
_______________________________________________________________________ 
Name 

_______________________________________________________________________ 
In Memory or Honor Of (if applicable) 

_______________________________________________________________________ 
Address 

_______________________________________________________________________ 
  

_______________________________________________________________________ 
Phone       Email 

 
O $1,000 O $500 O $250 O $100 O $50  O $25  O Other ____________ 
 
DonaƟons are tax deducƟble to the extent permiƩed by law. Method of payment: 
 
O Check     O Visa     O Mastercard 
__________________________________________ 
Credit Card #      Exp. Date 

__________________________________________ 
Zip Code       Security Code 

__________________________________________ 
Signature 

Make checks payable to: 
CroaƟaFest 
 
Mail your donaƟon to: 
 
CroaƟaFest 
PO Box 58490 
SeaƩle, WA 98138 

AntoineƩe Slavich 
Damir & Elaine Tomsic - In Memory of Bob 
and Peggy Gunovick  
Stephen Vitalich  
Nancy & Kris Voelckers - In Memory of 
Mike & Shirley Rancich  
Monica Woolner - In Memory of Rosemary 
& August Mardesich  

$80 
Barbara Sardarov - In Memory of Helen 
Jonovich Sardarov & Frank M. Sardarov  

$75 
Joanne Jugum - In Memory of MarƟn and 
Anne Jugum  
John & Cathryn Morovich - In Memory of 
Friends John Filcich & Michael Hugev  

Theresa Sarunich Sacco  

$54 
Anonymous Donors   

$50 
Cathy Cox - In Honor of Marina Gabel's FB 
Birthday Fundraiser  
Toncica Franulovic  
Lillian (Kos) Groscup - In Memory of Mary 
& Stephen Kos  
Libor & ChrisƟna (Major) Kristl - In Honor of 
Chris' Corner  
Richard & Karen NaƟvidad  
Leandro & Diane Budinick Oliver - In 
Memory of the Budinich Siblings: JoAnn, 
Rosanne, & Marty  
MarƟn A. Zorich  

$40 
John A Morovich - In Honor of Marina 
Gabel's FB Birthday Fundraiser  

$25 
Sarah Norberg - In Honor of Marina Gabel's 
FB Birthday Fundraiser  
LucreƩa Tursi - In Memory of Jane 
Ruljancich Tursi  

$20 
Jason Paschich - In Honor of Ken Malich's 
FB Birthday Fundraiser  

$5 
Mark Hoppen - In Honor of Ken Malich's FB 
Birthday Fundraiser 

DonaƟons recorded as of August 15, 2026. 
CroaƟaFest is a registered 501(c)(3) non-profit organizaƟon and is therefore qualified to receive corporate employee giŌ 
matching funds from companies who offer this as a benefit to their employees. If your company has an employee giŌ matching 
fund program, please contact your human resources office or go online to your company’s website to fill out the simple giŌ 
match form. Some companies even match donaƟons made by reƟrees as well. If your company has an employee giŌ matching 
program and you have donated to CroaƟaFest, please take a few minutes to fill out the form and your donaƟon will be 
matched and sent directly to CroaƟaFest. Hvala! 
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THE COUNTDOWN TO 
CROATIAFEST BEGINS! 

 

SUNDAY, OCTOBER 4, 2026 
 

FESTIVAL PROGRAM INSIDE 
 

MUSIC, DANCE, FOOD, 
DRINK, AND MORE 


