
2020 FESTIVAL AT SEATTLE CENTER CANCELLED 

COVID-19 has interrupted and changed our lives more 
than anything else in recent history. Social distancing 
and shelter-in-place orders have affected all of us, and it 
is apparent that things will not be back to normal for 
some time. 

Because of this, the CroatiaFest Planning Committee, in 
consultation with Seattle Center, has made the very 
difficult decision to cancel our scheduled festival in 
October at the Seattle Center Armory. With the 
uncertainty of what social gatherings will look like in 
the next several months, we thought it prudent to 
cancel the festival before planning and incurring 
expenses for a festival that we very well may not be able 
to hold. 

 

VIRTUAL FESTIVAL BEING PLANNED 
Even though we will not be able to gather together at 
Seattle Center this year, that doesn’t mean that there 
will not be a CroatiaFest. We are in the process of 
planning an online virtual festival. Make sure to like the 
official CroatiaFest Facebook page, which you can find 
at https://www.facebook.com/CroatiaFest/. 

We will be sharing updates via Facebook, email, and on the CroatiaFest website as plans are 
finalized. We hope to bring you interesting, informative, and entertaining segments that you can 
view live on your home computer or at any time after they have been recorded and posted. 

Thank you for your past support and we hope that you will continue to support CroatiaFest in the 
future. Hopefully we will all be able to gather together at Seattle Center to celebrate our beautiful 
Croatian culture in October of 2021. 
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CroatiaFest is produced by the 

local Croatian-American 
community and is part of Seattle 

Center’s Festál, a year-long 
series of cultural events that 

honors the richness and 
diversity of our region. 

D e a r  F e l l o w C r o a t i an 
Americans, 
 

In these trying times, my 
thoughts are with you, with the 
hope that you and your 
families have escaped the 
pandemic and along with our 
fellow Americans will safely 
survive through it. 
 

I read somewhere, “It is 
important that we preserve our 
history and not forget who we 
are.” And in our annual 
celebration of CroatiaFest, that 
is our endeavor. 
 

On March 22nd, in the wake of 
the pandemic, a devastating 
earthquake shook Zagreb, the 

capital city of Croatia. This is a 
severe setback to the country 
from where our roots spring. 
The Croatian economy has 

now taken a further hit, along 
with destructive property 
damage to many homes and 
historic buildings, including 
cultural institutions and the 
Zagreb Cathedral. 
 

Back in 1880, an earthquake of 
even greater magnitude struck 
Croatia. Similar to today, the 
Great Zagreb Earthquake 
destroyed and damaged over 
1,750 buildings. At first 
considered a catastrophe, the 
earthquake spurred new 
construction in the capital, 
while the Zagreb Cathedral 
underwent  decades  o f 
reconstruction. By 1906, this  
 

See Chairman’s Corner, page 4 

CHAIRMAN’S CORNER 
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RECAP: CROATIAFEST 2019 

CroatiaFest 2019, “Under the Umbrellas,” was 
an exciting collaboration of what our own Croa-
tian-American arts community has to offer. The 
Armory became our living room and brought us 
all together in the spirit of family and heritage. 
The third floor of the Armory was a flurry of ac-
tivity. The art gallery presented antique, original 
costumes from the collection of the Seattle Jun-
ior Tamburitzans, a photo exhibit showcasing 
the first 15 years of CroatiaFest, and an exhibit 
by the Slavonian American Benevolent Society 
titled “Croatia to America.” Our artist’s corner 
was full of artists from around the region with 
their paintings and interactive artwork. Chris-
tine Zuvela Witte and Danica Morovic displayed 
their beautiful watercolors in the gallery which 
was the perfect segue into our main lecture 
hall. We had interactive booths with our local 
artists: Joanne Martinis showed wool textiles, 
Brenda Longnecker Huber featured intricate 
Kraluš necklaces with expert Vesna Vurušić 
Pećanić via Skype, and Pag lace expert Jasna Pe-
caric and Lori Ferguson demonstrated the fine 
art of lace making. Attorney Don Markusic from 
Zagreb answered questions and presented on 
Croatian legal matters pertaining to Croatian 
real estate. Members of the Croatian Consulate 
Office of Los Angeles were available to assist 
with citizenship. In the Kids’ Activity Center, 
children crafted ornaments in the traditional 
Croatian style for their own holiday trees. 
Our main stage was alive with our wonderful lo-
cal and regional performers. For the first time in 
Seattle, we welcomed KUD Hrvatska Baština, an 
ensemble of talented performers from the Chi-
cago area. Rakija Bend, also from Chicago, was 
back by popular demand and kept the Armory 
Stage and Saturday night party full of music. 
The Croatian Ambassador to the United States, 
Pjer Šimunović, presented the Outstanding Cro-
atian Awards to Zvonimir Aničić and Michael 
Marinkovich. 
Families gather annually at our festival and this 
year was no exception. A History Keepers work-
shop, presented by Anne Jenner, Chrystal 
Rodgers and Rosanna Gostovich Royer, was 
brought to us by the wonderful collaboration of 
the Ethnic Heritage Council and the University 

of Washington. They taught us all how to be our 
own keepers of our family histories, preserving 
our traditions and stories for generations to 
come. The Kako Se Kaže booth had translators 
available to read treasured letters, documents, 
notes on the backs of tattered photos, and par-
ish priest notes, which shared messages of our 
elders and ancestors that have been passed 
from generation to generation. Genealogist 
Robert Jerin was on hand to help guests discov-
er their Croatian roots. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Of course, it goes without saying that the most 
traditional art form of our heritage is our food 
and wine. The food vendors, all led by local 
Croatian-American volunteers, brought us 
roasted lamb, salmon, ćevapčići, and peka. Our 
local chefs demonstrated the delicate wonder of 
Breskvice cookies and spaetzle dumplings. Lo-
cal vintners Jason Morin and Richard Kinssies 
spent the afternoon pouring their wine in the 
CroatiaFest cellars with our local klape and 
tambura groups entertaining the guests. 
It is humbling to see what we are able to pre-
sent each year with the tireless efforts of our 
exceptional volunteers and community mem-
bers and EACH ONE OF YOU! Your donations,  

See Recap: CroatiaFest 2019, page 4 
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The Roslyn Historic Cemeteries will celebrate 
their treasured heritage and history with a 
dedication ceremony unveiling a new 
interpretive kiosk. Originally scheduled for 
Memorial Day weekend, the ceremony has now 
been delayed until June or July. 
 

Dick Watts, the Roslyn, Ronald, Cle Elum 
Heritage Club, and members of the Cemetery 
Committee are diligently working to enter 
names of 5,000 interred in the ethnic 
cemeteries. Lynda Solter, Maria Adams, and 
Lorrie Sivich are charged with this 
monumental task. They need your help. 
 

Many Croatians are buried in the Roslyn 
Historic Cemeteries and the committee is 
requesting photos and information of your 
ancestors buried there. These may be used for 
archival and future displays. 
 

Please submit this information via email to 
roslyncemeterykiosks@gmail.com or mail to: 
Cemetery Committee at PO Box 356, Roslyn, 

WA 98941. Follow their progress at 
roslyn.akiosks.com. 
 

Unfortunately, the committee has had to 
cancel their upcoming cemetery work parties, 
but they are looking forward to rescheduling 
in the future. To volunteer for future work 
parties, please contact Dick Watts at (425) 941
-2296 or via email at richardm50@msn.com. 

CHAIRMAN’S CORNER 
Continued from page 2 
 

symbol of our homeland had been restored to 
its former glory. 
 

Throughout one thousand years of history, 
Croatia always rose up and will do so again. 
Let’s do everything we can to help Croatia 
overcome this latest setback. 
 

CroatiaFest will not be presented this year, but 
with your help we will come back next year 
bigger and better than ever. Until then, keep 
safe, keep Croatia in your heart – and all the 
best to you from our CroatiaFest family. 
 

Sincerely, 
Frank Brozovich 
Honorary Consul 
Republic of Croatia 

NEW INTERPRETIVE KIOSK IN ROSLYN 

RECAP: CROATIAFEST 2019 
Continued from page 3 
 

gifts, and tremendous support make this 
festival bigger and better each year. Without 
your dedication none of this would be 
possible. Thank you! 
This Spring, as we are all home, we can still 
continue to embrace what we hold most dear 
about our heritage and community. 
Technology brings us closer together when we 
are far apart. Be sure to check out the 
Facebook and Instagram pages of some of 
CroatiaFest’s performers who are posting live 
concerts or showing videos of past 
performances. John Morovich performs on 
Facebook Live, as well as Sinovi of Chicago, 
and Rakija Bend, to name a few. Follow their 
pages, fill your glass, and sing along. We will 
all be together again, under the umbrellas, but 
until then, be safe, be healthy and vidimo se! 



ASSOCIATION OF CROATIAN AMERICAN 
PROFESSIONALS - SEATTLE CHAPTER LAUNCH 

Seattle joins Zagreb, 
New York, and other 
prominent Croatian-
American communities 
in launching a local 
chapter of the Association of Croatian 
American Professionals (ACAP). 

As the newest chapter, Seattle has already 
started connecting Croatians new to the city 
with the existing community and contributing 
efforts to the broader communities in times of 
crisis. Currently, their top priorities are their 
Zagreb earthquake recovery fundraiser, support 
to Seattle-Croatian businesses, and launching 
virtual gatherings and events (such as Croatian 
trivia night). 

On an international level, ACAP connects 
Croatians across the globe in working together 
to make positive changes both in Croatia and in 
local communities. With over 15 chapters and 
750+ members, ACAP continues to grow and 
provide a network that links together Croatians 
from all corners of the world. 

Members represent all facets of the 
international professional community, such as 
scientists, doctors, athletes, engineers, 
attorneys, artists, business executives, 
students, and more.  

The new chapter in Seattle is striving to further 
the mission of encouraging Croatian-American 
business and trade by working on matters of 
common concern for the good of the 
communities in Croatia and abroad. 

ZAGREB EARTHQUAKE 
In March, Zagreb was hit by a magnitude 5.4 
earthquake. As Zagreb starts to rebuild, ACAP 
has launched a national fundraiser to help 
Zagreb hospitals which are essential in 

protecting newborns, mothers, and patients 
during the COVID-19 outbreak. ACAP has 
already raised $160k of their $200k goal to aid 
the hospitals in repairing damages and 
acquiring necessary equipment. 

To find information about events,  please join 
their Facebook group or visit the Seattle page 
on the CroAmPro website.  

Reach out on Facebook or email the chapter at 
seattle@croampro.com if you have any 
questions regarding membership and local 
participation. For more information and to 
become an official member, please visit and 
register at www.croampro.com. 

 fb.com/croampro.seattle 

  seattle@croampro.com 

  croampro.com/member-chapters/seattle/ 
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ASSOCIATION OF CROATIAN AMERICAN 
PROFESSIONALS - SEATTLE CHAPTER LAUNCH 

In the top row, from left to right, are Matija Milišić, 
Mislav Magerl, Andrea Kunza, and Tvrtko Tadić. Sitting 
down, from left to right, are Marko Raguž, Michael 
Kunza, Petra Vujević, Anna Kunza, and Lucija Filipac. 

ASSOCIATION OF CROATIAN AMERICAN 
PROFESSIONALS - SEATTLE CHAPTER LAUNCH 
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THANK YOU TO OUR 2019 CROATIAFEST DONORS 
$1,700 
Microsoft Corporate Gift Match 
 
$1,200 
Darek Mihocka 
 
$1,000 
Dr. Frank Brozovich 
Cornelia M. Devlin 
Danica Kaloper - In memory of Victor 
Kaloper 
Tom & Terry Marinkovich - In 
memory of Nick & Marica Marinkovich 
Gretchen Newman 
Damir O. Rados 
Narda Lemert Cultural 
Enhancement Fund administered by 
Croatian Fraternal Union Lodge 439 
Netta & Robert A. Vegar - In memory 
of husband/father Joseph Andrew 
Vegar & sister-in-law/brother-in-law 
Aunt/Uncle Mary & Authur Newman 
 
$600 
Expedia Corporate Gift Match 
 
$525 
Mark & Dunja Ruljancich 
 
$500 
Bill & Holly Cochran - In honor of 
Sinovi 
Christie Kaloper Jones & Elaine 
Kaloper Mathison - In memory of 
Vitorio, Matusha, John & Victor 
Kaloper Family 
Linardic Family 
Mary Barhanovich-Sievers - In 
memory of Nick & Mary Barhanovich 
John & Joann Stilnovich 
John & Renee Tarabochia - In 
memory of Rina Tarabochia 
 
$400 
Barbara Dime - In memory of Gary E. 
Dime 
 
$350 
Brad,Yvette, Zoe & Eli Kaloper - In 
loving memory of Vic Kaloper 
Joe & Konnie Serka - In memory of 
Lovrovich & Serka Family 
 
 
 
 

$310 
Barry Kombol - In honor of Jack 
Kombol 
$300 
Joe & Imelda Gregov 
Monya Mandich & Vjeko Ivankovic 
Ron Kerzic 
Frank & Mary Mataja - In memory of 
Lawrence & Barbara Mataya 
Louise Segota Niemi - In memory of 
Marko & Doris Segota 
Tomislav & Senka Pavlinovic 
 
$275 
Paul & Lita Luvera - Mass Offering 
for Dr. Frank Costello deceased 
05/23/2016 
Paul & Lita Luvera - In memory of 
Mary Babarovich 
Darko, Danica, Marisa, & Angela 
Morovic 
 
$250 
Tony & Kay Bacetich - In memory of 
Albert, Norma, & their son Donald 
Bacetich 
Emeric Michael Cvitkovic 
Tom & Jake Jovanovich 
Miro & Svjetlana Juric 
Gary & Susan Keister - In memory of 
the John Tasovac family 
Mike & Karen Mikacenic 
Shirley Moretti - In memory of my 
dear friend Darlene Brozovich 
Mike & Jane Stimac 
Mary Sudar & Bill Acker - In memory 
of Frank & Mary Persha & the Persha 
Project 
Tvrtko Tadic 
Mick & Nina Vereb - In memory of 
Kenneth M Vereb 
John, Barb, Chelan, Max, & Raquel 
Vukas 
Blake & Kristina Susich Walker - In 
memory of Frank Susich 
Theresa Babich Witherspoon 
Leonard & Karen Zuvela 
 
$200 
Ingrid & Bob Adams - In loving 
memory of my mother, Waltraut 
Miklau Kiffmann Schumann 
Dr. Milan & Claire Banjanin 
Dubravka Bilic - In memory of 
Anjelko Vasic 
Judith Carrao - In memory of John L. 
Budinich 

American Croatian Club of 
Anacortes 
Zorca Bolf Drake Croatian Cultural 
Fund 
Tom & Sidney Deering 
Nancy Ferara - Remembering Ivan 
Ferara 
Tim & Christine Jovanovich 
Robert E Mack - In Memory of John & 
Katica Vlahovich 
Mislav Magerl 
Christine Mrak - In memory of Anton 
& Marija Mrak 
Evelynn Cava Stimac - In loving 
memory of George J. Stimac 
Donald Werlech 
 
$175 
George Sudar Jr. - In memory of Eva 
Vujnovic Sudar & George Sudar Sr. 
 
$150 
John & Margaret Babich 
Jozo & Mila Batina 
Dr. Hrvoje & Elizabeth Ruch Benko 
Michael & Peggy Bolf 
Tony & Neva Dominis 
Cathy Suryan Dorotich - In memory 
of parents "Little Joe" & Katie Suryan 
Michele & Richard Kloss - In memory 
of Frank & Mary (Starcevich) Cernick 
John & Eleanor Kremenich 
Dr. Leonard Loflin - In memory of 
Diane Karlich Loflin in Heaven 
Florence Lovric - In memory of 
parents Florence & Marion Foretich 
Richard & Louise Major 
Kenneth & Barbara Malich 
Berrie Martinis 
Mario & Susan Oblak 
Richard & Donna Tarabochia 
 
$138 
Boeing Corporate Gifts Match 
 
$135 
Richard Taylor - Great grandparents 
Luca & Maria (Simicich) of Durinici & 
Lubenko of Lusin Grande 
 
$128 
Nick & Gloria Mosunic Barbarotto - 
In honor of our mother Ruza Zuvich 
Mosunic 
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$125 
Jerry & Patricia Medved - In memory 
of the Medved family & Brozovich 
family 
Frank & Sharon Zuvela 
 
$120 
Charles & Jean Culjak Shaffer - In 
memory of Tony & Shirley Culjak 
 
$110 
Phyllis Ohrbeck - In memory of Nick 
& Rose Ancich Tarabochia 
Peter Denny Oreb 
 
$100 
Donny, Khynna, & Wryder Ausink 
Gary & Karen Balo - In memory of 
Michael Antich/Minnie (Mary) & 
Dundo (John) Palmich 
Larry & Konni Barich 
Marco & Myrna Basich 
James & Veronica Mratinich 
Benvenga 
Jason & Kristin (Tarabochia) Boline 
Kata Bozanic - In memory of my 
husband Ante (Tony) Bozanic 
Dr. Frank Brozovich - In memory of 
John Budinich 
Chris & Diane Petricic Brust 
Harriet Budinich 
Anka Cavrak - In honor of Sinovi of 
Seattle 
Jasmina Cernak 
Helen J Chamberlin 
Nordstrom Corporate Gift Match 
Steven & Karen Rancich Demmert - 
In memory of Michael & Shirley 
Rancich 
Ljubica Dragin & Daughters - In 
memory of Marcel Dragin 
Kathy (Tarabochia) Drasbek 
Alenka Dunatov 
Ed & Dianne Franciskovich Enkerud 
- In memory of Randich & 
Franciskovich families 
George & Yvonne Evjen 
Stefanie Frease 
Rosemary Gard 
Carmen Mikacenic & Dominic 
Giaudrone 

Bob & Peggy Gunovick - In memory 
of our fathers, Matt Gunovick & Paul 
Mojas 
Anita Chopp Halstead - In memory 
of Frank Chopp Sr. & Anne Brozovich 
Chopp 
Patti Mullan Hurlbut 
Branko Jurkovich 
Vlatko & Anka Kolega 
Sunce Living Trust 
Marija R. (Baric) Longnecker - In 
memory of Robert H. Longnecker 
Prof. Nicholas & Mrs. Katherine 
Lovrich - In memory of Nikola (Niko) 
& Ljubica Lovrich of San Pedro & 
Crkvenica 
John & Cathryn Morovich 
Jim & Carol Nickle - In memory of 
Mary Vukelich-Guay 
Don & Margaret Palmich - In 
memory of John & Mary Palmich 
Deena Werlech-Parker 
Frank & Pamela Pecarich 
Bruno & Zita Petricic 
Maria Petrish 
Jacob Pochepan 
Theresa Cicrich Powell 
Albert & Jennie Radelich - In 
memory of Ane & Anthony Morovich 
Stephanie Rogstad - In memory of 
Marion Benson 
Joe & Jewell Ruljancich 
Theresa Sacco 
Gary & Helen Schafer 
Laligam Sekhar & Gordana Juric-
Sekhar 
George Shilipetar Jr 
Esther Shulich - In memory of Ralph 
& Mattie Shulich & Ralph Shulich Jr. 
Antoinette Slavich 
Robert Taller - In memory of Joseph 
& Manda Taller 
Damir & Elaine Tomsic 
Helen Ozanich Tweedy 
Stephen Vitalich 
Nancy & Kris Voelckers - In memory 
of Michael & Shirley Rancich 
Petra Vujevic 
John & Alcena Woods 
Dinko & Ruzarija Zampera 
Curt & Cheryl Zuvela 
 

$50 
Gloria Barello 
John Barhanovich 
Darlene & Bill Bjornstad - In memory 
of John Budinich, husband of Harriet 
Budinich 
Mary Ann Brozovich - In memory of 
my Dad, Edward C Brozovich 
Lou & Rose Butkovich 
Donna Plancich Day - In memory of 
Vince W. & George Plancich 
Lillian Groscup - In memory of 
Stephen & Mary Kos 
Don & Donna Soine Gunovich 
John & Rosemary Holm - In memory 
of my brothers Tom & Lou Krmpotich 
Joanne Jugum - In memory of Martin 
& Anne Jugum 
Bill & Jennifer Kombol 
Robert & Delma Mattich 
Richard & Pat Miailovich 
Helene Obradovich 
Roseanne Royer - In memory of 
Dragica Starcevic Gostovich 
Donald Shaffer - In memory of Ivan & 
Kate Krsul 
Frances Shensky - In memory of 
Anton & Anna Katich Krilich 
Kathie Shilipetar - In memory of 
George Shilipetar, Sr. 
Victor & Detta Marvich Starkovich - 
In memory of Clareann Lasic Ballard 
Bob & Pearl Storino - In memory of 
Paul & Clara (Zuvela) Plenkovich 
 
$35 
Christopher & Jamia Hansen-Murray 
Lorie Merlino 
Walter Mirkovich - Great Work! 
Hrvatska! 
Michael & Susan Peskura - In honor 
of Alma F. Plancich 
John & Judy Pintar 
 
$25 
Mary Bishop 
Louise Novak Hicks 
Laura Ann McGinley - In memory of 
Francesco Martinolich 
Marie Novak 
John Zitkovich 
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